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ABSTRACT 
— A In addition to giving pertinent historical 
badihround. ‘this document describes the currenteducational system in 
Sweden. Specifically described are reform ettocts since World War I1; 
responsibilities of the federal, county and municipal governments; 
fdatures held in common by schools in the municipalities; 
organization and curriculum of compulsory and upper secondary 
» schools; and structure and training of school staff. School 
administration and finance, curriculum, school year schedules, marks 
and examinations, and the orgdnization of the school’s work are 
described for both compulsory and upper secondary schools. Other 
features of Swedish schools discussed include the following: emphasis 
on practical working life orientation thrdughout schooling; bilingual 
programs for immigrant children; foreign language, instruction; 
remedial teaching for children with academic or socially related 
school difficulties; free activity periods (sometimes organized - 
within an integrated school day); students’ option of delaying 
enrollment in upper secondary school; the right of employee 
organizations to influence school decisions; and the youth guarantee 
» ° (which guarantees educational and vocational training for youth 
between the ages of 16 and 18 who are neither attending upper 
secondary school nor permanently employed). (CB) 
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Whea the sencral process of cdac ational te 
term and deme patissdor started cn West 
coo Furope ducing the 940K) Swedea had 
only seven years) compulsorw schooltiy 
Non compulsory schooling was divided up 
tert Host of cfitfercat schools Phere wese 
great differences between urban and cuca 
communities, and conditions could ai) vary 


a great deal trom one town or city to 


another é 

When. atter many years of offen re- 
search and enquiry. the process of reform 
got seriously under wiry in abaut 19SQ, orga- 
mesational changes were cascted through 
rapidly, with the result that Sweden now has 
a compulsory comprehensive 9-year schoal, 
an Qntegrated upper secandary school de - 
signed to accommodate all [6-vear-alds, a 
system oof municipal adult’ education en 
abling adults to acquire the same primary 
afd secondary education as young persons, 
and a higher education system which in prin- 
ciple ts open to everybody with quatifica- 
tons corresponding to two years’ upper 
secondary schouling. All children are alsa 
entitted ta pre-school education for at least 
one year before starting school at age seven 
The pre-schools are, however. part of the 
public child care programmes and do not 
belong to the regular school system Pré- 
school education. compulsory schools ‘and 
upper secondary schools are run by munic® 
pal authorities, but the costs involved are 
shared between municipalities and the 
State. There are very few private schools. 
Higher education ts entirely State-run 

The rapid organtsational reforg of munté- 
ipal schooling. -hawever, has not .been 
matched by an equally rapid transformation 
of working methods and routines: The cur- 
ricula,,which apply equally throughout the 
country, contain exacting demands concers 
ing the development of school work, requir: 
ing it to be adapted to the individual needs 
of pupils. so that each and every one will 
have an opportunity of acquiring at school 
the knowledge and skills which are most 
beneficial to his or her personal develop. 
ment and the best possible foundation for 
employment. pnvate life and participation 


in the life of the community subsequently - 


These requirements, however, have not 
been combined with consistegt: measures 
concerning training of teachers and other 
staff, the development of teaching materials 
or the apportionment of powers between 
central and local authorities. ft was nat unted 
the close of the 1970s that more consistent 
measures were taken in these respects and 
also ‘Concerning the utilisation of State 
grants, the framing of the curncula, fesponst 
bility tor development work gnd in service 
education and touaing : 
State and municipality shared 
responsibilities 

The guidetines and base regulations gos 
craing Swedish schools are highly central 
sed. Consequently, unttona schools and 
educational standards have been established 
throughout the country School legishitron ts 
passed by Parhament, which abso decades 
the funding of schouls The Goverment 
issues the Pducation Ordingnce and law 
down general gurdetines tar school work in 
accordance with the Compulsory Schoot and 
Upper Secondary School Cuntcula 

Below Goverment devel, central plan 
ning. drafting and implementaben are the 
respensibibty Of a specral authority, the 
National Board of Pducation (SO) Apart 
from long term planning of a general na 
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ture fhe Bowes foreamost tasks michuide cn 
semen Chaat the goats (rd lowe for the school 
sector by Parlament and Goverment are 
actually achieved. os aluating school active. 
tee continuousty on the basis ofdogal and 
roptontal reports. ensurmy that research is 
undertake sind encouraging focal develop. 
ment work at mumepal level Another very 
mMiportant task of the Board ts its continuous 
curricuka development work 

Every county in Sweden has a kounty 
education board appomted by the State. 
Within its geographical bowgdanes, this 
board has practically the same type of plan- 
ning and drafaing duties as the National 
Board of Education at national level. The 
caunty education board attends to direct 
cantact with schoals. [tc offers support and 
advice im matters relating to school work 
and in-service education and traming. [tts 
also a supervisory authonty and has to inter- 


‘vene tf necessary to fake corrective meas- 


ures. tn additon, the courty education 
hoard appoints headmtasters and directors of 
studies of muticipal schools Its activities 
are funded entirely by the State 

In Swedeh’s 280 of so munteipalities, it ts 
the duty of the local education committeg, a 
pohtical body appointed by the municipal 
cauncl, to ensure that activities materialise. 
te. that schools are built and sufficient facil- 
tues otherwise provided, that the activities 
of schools in the muantapality are co-ordt- 
nated. that teathers and other school staff 
are hired, that municipal funds are allocated 
tor school activities, that the State grant is 
used as intended, that the goals laid dowa in 
the curriculum are achieved and that the’ 
general guidelines are complied with. , 

School management was heavily central- 
wed while the present systenr was in the 
process of being budt up. Both general 
guidelines and detailed directions for the 
conduct of work were issued by nattonal 
authorities. Since the end of the 1970s, deci- 
sion-making powers have been increasingly 
delegated to individual municipalities and 
schools. Mostagecisions are made at school 
level and “based on consultations hetween 
headmaster, staff ancf pupils. Similarly, the 


‘ money at the disposal of the local education 


committee is divided between the schools 
and disbursed by them In practice it 1s the 
responsibility of the local education commit: 
tees to ensure that Swedish schools, in spite 
of the decentralisation, maintain their unt 
formity, and that equivalent standards are 
upheld in different municipalities and parts 


wof the country 


Finance and henefits 
The summag costs of primary and second: 
ary education are shared bet@ecen the State 
dod the municipalities approwamitely ono 
tres fatty teases Phe hw cheers rect abbess tu 
mon fees to be chiaped os comprilsary 
Schools. upper secondly schoals on munta 
pal adult education feaching materials in 
commpudsory schools. simplathy. are free ot 
charge to the individual School meals and 
school tinsport are generally alse provided 
free of charge for compulsory school pupils 
Where voluntary tora of cducaben ate 
LORCOTIEG, ad OMITICEpality mas rApase a 
Charge for school mecds ond feave the cost 
of teachenp qiagterials te de drone hy the 
students Chemsebves DTnomiast muniepatines, 
however meals and books are free of charge 
abe tocapper secondary stidents and atten 
the same Apphes in odalt education as well 
Pupils attending compulsaty school cual 
Hy for basic tuld allowance Upper second. 
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Wty school students receive studs assistaace 
Tbe Litter comprises aetenecral study grant, 
representing a contmaniion of child atfow 
dace and: posable te alb stadeats trom the 
aged (Oca arecdbs testo? vet fone eds 
the costed studies std dads Casal 


Schools in’ the municipalities —features in 
common 

Phe umerpal schoed sestemt comprises 
compulsars comiproheasive school, upper 

scoondars school and mungipal adult educa 

ton. which forms pert af upper sccomdury 

Scheol bates atten scpargéehy ocsuniscd All 
schdols aire co educay6nal and all studs, 

Programmes arc dcgedsible on equal terns 
fo persons oft hot sees , 


Crrtcula 

ft was cmhiphasised alfeads in 19S0, when 
Pactameut decided to introduce the 9 year 
compulsory comprehensive school on an et 
penmental basis, that school work would 
have to be reformed an a contanuous basis 
This continuous process af reform was in 
fended te ensure adjustment fo new de 
mands and to new Koowledge concern 
pupils necds ft was to be partly manitested 
by oan ongomnge review of carncala, which 
from the vers odtvet were framed alcential 
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Centrally tramed currtcula hitwe suc: 
cegded one another ever since 1962, when. 
the expenmental 9-year compulsory com 
prehensive school was estableshed ona 
permanent basis Phe carer campulsory 
school curnculs contained detailed: direc. 
tions on schook work. subject by subject 
Phe curncohim now in force. Ly 80. favs 
dlown yoals and gurdehines of a general nat 
ture Tt also includes time schedules specity- 
ing the number of peniods per week at each 
level Ga devel comprising thyge grades) for 
cach subject Individual te®@hing subjects 
ace covered: by syllabe in which the subject 
tnatter is divided between the three levels 
The disteibutien of the periods specified in 
the tite schedule and of the supulated suty- 
ject matter of the various teaching subyects 
is deft to the sndividial school ta decide 
Der XO puts veeat deal of emphases on 
Trasiitie Che gages on tyasic shally reagfene. 
writing and anthimneta afl the was though 
school Stmifariy a vecat deal of gftemtran 
has to be paid to supplvime the pupils wath a 
bist Rttowledite of civics. aiitural screnec 
and technadags 

There ioubso a centrally framed curnica 
lant tor upper secondary school Phe 174 
coenculum now in force ts subyect toa con 
HNUOUS process of reveston New fines (ie 
studs: progtanmies) have been added! and} 
the svflabr hate beeu revised 

Adult cdacatton used te follow the same 
CUrrCuT as compubary aad upper second 
Ans choad Phe expenence accrump tron 
about Ps sears adult cdimatien fas now 
been ted back fowesen inter separate cf 
feecadveres Ceer creterec egy th rcludt cdc atrent which 
cateted inte force im 198) (See Bact Sheet 
PNot, Adult f dicaten in Sweden 4 
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Phe camputsary school and upper secouchars 
school veat comprises f weeks divided into 
teotents Phe auton room stilts on abst 
JOth August and ends past before Christmas 
fhe spermy feom starts around! Hith Lirnary 
andends oncabeant Eth fame Phere ate two 
sfroret Prodiehay. chasing the spomme tert cach 
fasting opt week siz a winter sports helt 
davon Pebroas or March anc the pastes 
teotubas Schiools have ative dat week train 
Monday to Banhes mcdasive 
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upper secondary school Noo naths are 
awatded for the first seven grades of cam 
pulsars schoo}. hat awards ace then mide at 
the end of cach term oun grades Sand 
Mfrks an upper sccomdurs schol ate 
awaided oon a forms basis Cornipalsars 
schools intorm parents of thea children's 
Progress and dithedities by ntegns of inter 
views Interviews of this Kind can alse occur 
Inupper secondary schools 

Marks are awarded ona tive port scale. 
one bemg the fowest and five the highest 
Jawad obtamiuble Phese marks are tohitive, 
re they refer to the average national levet 
of achtevement in cach subject 

Marks are, however. a controversial 
weuc. The pup’ representative organisa: 
{tons want them to be abolished altogether. 
and so too do many teachers. especially in 
compulsory schools. . “= 

A compulsory school leaving “certificate 
qualifies the school feaver to upply tor upper 
secondary school, inespectve of the option 
at subjects taken at the senor level of com: 
pubory school An upper secondary sehootl 
leaving certificate awarded after at least a 
two-year fine of studies including a specified 
amount of Swedish and Fingitsh confers 
general clgibility for higher education fn 
addition, the vanous post-secondary study 
Programmes have special entrance qualitica- 
tons expressed ia terms of upper secondary 
school subjects and. in sonte cases, pots ox: 
perience. 

The continuous evaluation of school ac 
tivities farms fin important: task of focal 
education comottees and schools. Compul- 
sory schools have no centrally compiled testy 
Measuring the achievement at idividual 
pup. but for certain subjects there are 
standardised achievement tests which can be 
used to measure the achievement of a chiss 
or school cympared with the country as 4 
whole Upper secondary schools have cen 
trally conmpiled achtevement tests in Sertun 
subjects. 

The county education boards have an im. 
portant part to play in the evaluation of 
upper secondary schood activities Through 
visiting experts and the provision of further 
subject studies for teachers. thes help to 
matatain the unitocmity ond equivalent stun 
thards of upper secondary schools through 
out the country 


Fdtcational and vocational ortentation 
prachoal working life ortentation 

One of the destingurshing features ob Swed 
sh schools iy, their focus on working ite 
fostrrction concerming the focal carplos 
ment sector ws provided already sat junior 
level bv representatives of working lite Phe 
pupils go on field tips to workplaces im the 
locality and also vaset there parents at york 
At the mitermednate and senior lew of 
campulsory oschaed. this rastriction ts 
broudencad inthe Sanous Coaching subyoet. 
atthe seme fame as VISUS ade atm dd fe 
workplaces of sartous kinds. A great dead at 
cehicahornhoneniutdon is provided in upped 
sccomduiry schools. with ao crew co the stu 
dents’ subsequent) studies 0 Ve tosnal 
onentatan GS concerncd beth with the 
Labour miacket sna whole asd wath) ood 
vidual sectors Pacld frips rete to the stu 
dents’ specialities : 

During ther Compulsory schaslinp  purpals 
most complete ot feast see and up tgs fen 
week. practical workin lite oneutatig: Mt 
sensor tevel this takes the form of work os 
prmicnce weeks at vanous Borkplaces Phe 
pups) ciraces of pracncal work expenener 
iust be combined in sucha way that boys 
Become acquamted with occupations where 
wemen predentaate and sands wath thease 
where men predominate 
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Anoincreusing anmount of practical work 
wy bite onentation es bere organscet in the: 
theoretical nes of upper secondary school 
Where the sectional tines ane cancemed 
contigts wath workany file ane ae iittegetl 
pel tol (eden r : 

Specral councils, Known as SSA councds. 
are dttuched to the fo wed education Con, 
feces fer CACOUTARE CO OPC thom between 
schools and the emploviment sector These 
COUT Complise representatives af schools 
and gt focal caiplos ers and atien oranisa 
Cromns 
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frrmugrant education 
Roughly one million out of the total national 
population of pustover enght nullton are um 
‘nugrants oF the childrea of mimigrints who 
have come to Sweden since the end of the 
Second World War Both children ahd 
adults in Sweden having mother tongue 
(home language) other than Swedish ace en 
tiled to be taught Swedistias a foresgo lat 
guage Phis instructeon ts provided: at pre- 
whool fevel as well as in compulsory. id 
upper secondats schools: Where adults are 
congemed, atts atten provided bw adult 
cdlucatian associations on che asa part of 
mumepal adalt education : 
Compubory and upper sccoftidary school” 
students, like pre school children. are alse 
entitted to be taught thew mother tongue 
This‘ instruction is particularly intensive gn 
pre-school education and the punion and n- 
termediate levels of compulsory school, but 
os avadable all the way through school to 
those who want it. Home language instruc 
tons usually aranged off the timetable Tn 
municipalities with large immigrant pepu- 
lations however, cote chaisses can be 
atcaunged for children with home languages 
other than Swedish In thes case. all teaching 
for umber of school veats will boom the 
children’s homie: lapytiapge’ at the same time 
as they willbe taught Swedish with a view fo 
eventually entenng Swedish speaking clas: 
ses Imimugrant children at the senor fevel of 
compulsory school can Gtke ther home lan 
guage as an optional subject, thereby recers 
ing instruchag within the time schedule 


Compulsory school 
Elementary schoolin Sweden takes Che form 
of a computseans. 8 svear comprehensive 
School School as compulsory ten children 
between the ages of J and fo) Compulsory 
schoolis divided into three levels. viz junior 
level intermediate devet umd senior level. 
cachoof which comprises threeeschool yoars 
(grades. AM pupils tthe the same subyects 
Jt gutior level and satermnediite level bag 
lish is compulsory as trom grade Car & ftps 
not until they reach, senior fevel that the 
pupils are offered a banted range of apnons 
ie the form of optional subjects for thice or 
fewer periods peor week and school yout ae. 
sccomdly . (wo alternative counsevol PF agtish 
ANG ATOR EGS Tes peatiscly : 
Neco fetes Lettie bpeane by 
German or home Language always bas te 
be oercluded amity the optonab sabyects 
offered Rourhhy tye thas of grade 
pupils opt ter French ot Geran Setar 
very dew pupils have opted for thom hone 
tangisiges Un addition te beench Gsemiain 
and hore Lemgtnages oth cup te Che dead 
cduciten conmmittces then dves to decade 
what optional subjects are to be olteregt 
Dow diy determined options af this Kind are 
atbyect tothe stepedatioaas Chat ches raise bee 
suntible foe both favs nef guef. vd marist net 
be uassecnatead with any traditeomab sewed 
tas Pheer y mttay etert « ondtute Cagther studies 
ata particular schood subject cithen frist ad 
thes have to amduce items trom several 
dittercat school sabyeots on tfeans quite anise 
fated te cure aba subyes ts 
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(fluldron attend: school oan) them fool 
ea Municipalities provide tuanspart fo 
And from school tor children having to thavel 
fone disnances ther othe form of spect 
School faspoeten By atcans ef bus cites 
SOESCET CHORES 

There are pune and mtermedide level 
whools ta coces house area Most of them 
have otc ar two chisses per grade. making 
bemeun (0 and 0 pupils altopedior. but 
schools can be both larger and smaller tn 
sokiwesd tatah areas. a single class cand be 
Hide apoot pupils trom two or thiee cittes 
COtgtades 

Senior fevel grades ‘ire housed in Larger 
schools with anvehing between LA and 400 
Pupils and with two. three’ or more classes 
per grade 

Stite grants for Compulsory schools are 


“distubuted at pumor level with réference toa 


cert number of teacher periods tor every 
Partial or a@amplete amt of 25) pupils. the 
corresponding Gal at intermediate and 
setuor fevels being WW) pupils. Schools them 
selves decide haw barge classes aire to: he 
Pupils must be Kept together in the sane 
CResses as tar as possible. ail the way from 
grade foto the end of compulsory school 

At munetpal level. compulsory schools 
ate divided inte school management: dts- 
triety: Asia cule, 
Several school’. and either all three levels or 
[Mnior and intermediate fevels only. The 
headmaster is head of a school management 


district ind ts assisted by a director of studies’ 


responsible, under fis authority, tar the 
educttional direction of sehool activities 


The work of compulsory schools 
School wotk bas to be organised in such a 
way that two or more classes, from the sane 
on different: grades. constitute a working 
unt To addition to class teachers or subject 
teachers, cach working unit ts allotted reme- 
dial teachers and pupil welfare specialists, 
eg oa social welfare officer, psychologist 
and school nurse The staff of a working anit 
constitute a working teany, and together 
they plan, carry out and follow up the work 
ofthe umt The pupils take part in the entire 
working process, plannmg aod evaluation 
included ‘ 
Fyees school has a focal working plan, 
based pantiy on the curocatiamn ad abe on 


focal priorities 
e 


Remedial teaching 
Children with special needs are cissisted pr. 


cmarily by means af ca ordinatey remedsil 


teaching Pupils having difficulty at school 
are taken care of bya remedial teacher 
dttiched ta the working unt. caher m the 
Chissroom ttself on. sometines. una spectal 
chink department [ft this coordinated re 
medial teaching as net cnough. small sep 
amite eoups can be organised fot short 
petiods though aever far mote than one 
Torm Phe specit dias school as anerhes (ora 
efanttenase sitanee for children with ditty 
culties Fhas artaogement is used fon the 
fomporac care ot Children with serious. and 
above i socally celited school ditficulties 

Aditusted coupes cot studs ane another 
format asssaince Inthis way the pupil can 
devote extn time to certan subjects: while 
tempore mittee others Senor level 
purges warble cadpustod Causes at srady can 
eck Grvay tram schaeb ore ar tua hays 
ever wcck Phe purpese of all remedtal 


fea hig ond other aesieanee fo pupils with 


ypoond reeds WNofen pefespe: Dace an sesers as 
possible focntemal se geookige together with 
their Lassanstés 


Peeractaites and the usteerdted sehen clay 
Phe caencrbisn provedes far tree actsatties at 
bth sete cedaete fesed amd seni leved fas 


every such district theludes > 
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Compulvory-schaal subjects 


it fine cn 
2 oe 
te Tabet staiefaes 1 
Att pclae tient f 7 
Fongish ? (w yg 
Fheate connotes ! i 
Sport f y * ay 
o| Mathematics im) {> 1! 
Mast . 7 4 . : 
Crcnctab subjects ES! ot . eo 
Soctal subjects {FS} (17 
Science subpecty {nh} ths)! 
Plinderatt an 2) s 
Swedish” ~ Ro tn 
Options H 
bree acrvities : _ .t 
“om tona* 108° wee 


Total 


a cerdin compulsory number of periods 
Free activities are designed to put children 
“in touch with associations and activities out- 


side school and to encourage them to de- 


velop their initiative and creativity gnd 
Perhaps in this way to lay the foundations of 
fifelong interests. 

« Many municipalities have intraduced an 
integrated school day. This means that free 
activities are, organisedpver and above the 
provisions of the curriculum and made to 
alternate with teaching throughout the 
school day. Where younger children) are 
concerned, the integrated school day 1s 
Often organised conjointly with leisure time 
centres, while in the case of older children it 
“involves co-operation with youth recreation 
centres, public libraries, municipal schools 
of music and associations of various kinds 
The integrated school day is the common 
concern of all municipal boards responsible 
for public arrangements on behalf of chil- 
dren and young persons. The various staff 
categories collaborate The facilities, mostly 
adjoming schools, are pooled 


Upper secondary school 


fhe structure of Swedish upper Serindany- 


schooling is ustrated inthe table belo 
Phe table also shows the emphases of the 2-. 
yo and d-vear lines of study Che fines them 
selves are grouped into sectors Batch sector 
includes tines of varying duration’ as well as 
specialised courses 

Swedish upper secondary @chools are cen- 


tralised to larger communsties Theestudents | 


usually came from several mumiespalities 
whith together constitute an uppe r secomed 
ary school region The farge upper second 
any schools are mosth what are Known as 
genenb schoals oe they include both 


theoretical lines anda wide sclectron of 2 * 


Vea vocational fines amd specialised 
COUTSES 
Fach upper secondary school has a he 
master and one or more ditectors of studies 
“hrudent mumbeys vary between 0 and 
1.5000 Sparsely populated areas have spect 
upper secondary schools which collaborate 
with the senior level of compulsory school 
and with an upper secondary school ina 
largey community 
Pheamber of students perc hiss does net 
exceed: Won theoretical fines ad courses 
and loon the practical vocational lines 
Adi tines of study may qualify the student 
for higher cducatot as well as contre 4 
ccCrii amount of yourtional preparation 
fie Fond dyed bes mataly comprise 
theoretical studies af general subjects and 


pentords per week (ppd at different levy 


Remugthks 


The Abportoament ot pes hetwoom Mi rhtes 
peidos ob cacti towed os eter tiie ha lls 


"Migs be transfected to mmennedaidte level wath! 
Ppe of Swedish of another subject being teans 
fecrcd fram mmfermedtite te: puma devel 


“General sabjects at punt dese t aise: include: tet 
edueghon ond handtenitt Cup te andl in tuding 
sei 2) 


‘Tacluding 2 ppw technolops 


* In cases where an integrited school das has been 
introduced, pumot devel has (0) 20 ppw . intermedi 
ate fevel an additional 6 LO ppw and seat level 
wn additional 6-8 ppw 


PPR as per note 


* The integrated schoal diy involves additonal 


§ above 
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theoreucal vocational sifbjects. Students 
taking the 4-year technical line can obtain an 
upper seconilary school leaving ceruficate 
after three vears. The fourth” year confers 
the qlahfication known as “upper second- 
ary school engineering graduate”. The 2- 
year economics. social and technical lines 
and the muste line (provided in just a few 
lowalites) are abso predonmnantly theoreti 
cal. Other lines are more specifically voca- 
tional and include quite extensive vocational 
practice together with the relevant theory. 


Intake 
More than 47 of the pupils completing the 
final grade of compulsary school apply for 
upper secondary school. Not all of them 
Start immediately in the autumn. however, 
even if they are admitted. Some of them 
continue with employment they have ob- 
tained during the summer. Others opt out 
because they have not been admitted to 
their line of first preference. Also, there are 
increasing numbers of “mature applicants” 
who have acquired varying degrees af work- 
ing experience instead of coming straight 
from compulsory school Students cad take 
wo year off inorder to acquire work exper: 
ence or attend school abroad Consequent. 
ly. upper secondary school students can be 
anything between 6 and 25 vears old and 
can have had widely varying experience of 
working life Altogether, the students ap. 
Plying for admuttance to upper secondary 
school greatly outnumber the 16-year otd 
population * As from 198485 the ff and 
17 vearolds are, however, tobe given pror- 
itv among the apphcants 
Roughly 387 of the stadents take J and 

Pyeatlines, more than 4077 take vocational 
fines und Shghtly fess than (8¢e take 2 sever 
theoretical fines Phe vocational tines ate. 
generally mercoin demand than the theer 
etal ines, but applicants’ preferences vary 
from vear to vear 


thr a 9 of upper secondary schools 

All finesof upper secondary school are con 
cemed, in addition ta) personal develop 
nent woth preparing students tor turther 
Studies and, to seme extent. for socatonnal 
activity: Qhwing to the large numbers enter 
Hy pper secondary school unmcdiuitely at 
tet compulsory we resend cap Fate ron Aputudes 
and uiteresty vary wepgreat deal The students 
Inevery fine of study presenta wade range of 
academic aptitude fhe mest talented sas 
dents do not iwainably apply foc thearctcal 
faes Many of them prefer a vocanonal fing 
Recause if opens the was to van iie ht 


Secturs and lines of upper secondary schol, [98s 
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Consequently. the work of each study route | 
tas to be adapted to the mdividaal students, 
‘and ctfarts have to be made to provide both 
for ther vocational interests and for their 
varving demand tor and interest in theorets 
cab studies, 

Foreign finguages are compulsory: sub. 
jects incall theoretical tines and many yous 
Bonalones Students taking other vocation 
Ab lines tend very often to take Friglesh its a 
voluntary sabyect. and so tas common for 
soniye Swedes to have studied Finghsh for 
mine or ten spars by the time they leave 
school 

fhe actites of upper secondary schools 
have been investigated aver ao muniber of 
“as bs a Government: comm: sston  ftts 
commmastop fas proposed thotoughporry 
thames foo the strgcture amd acavities ol 
upper scoomidins sctraais  Atten cincubadin: 
the Compnissian s repert tor comment. the 
Goverment has resalsed to'shelve the ex 
fomsive chaastes fecommmended Tasted the 
Sadonal Bowed ot FE ducadon has been in 
structed to canduct expermmeatab aciuvities 
th seeordame with the guidelines repre 

eatcd fy the commission's recomend 
tons Phe Nvetanal Berd of Felseation fis 
tavited all mumcpalities wihthuupper see 
ontdany 1G daunch experumgntal 
schemes Of dus kind Phe experiments well 
meng other thames be comcesned with the 
sectotiab co ordination of studies negrade | 
HHCCeSsIve speciilaahon and an mtienmnmeds 
to eave sestom €foser cocordimatian et 
upper secondary schoobag with aderlt educa 
hon and Pabour mygthet tanning 0s so ta be 
tested 
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© Nowattonal tine with a substan 
tral clement of theoretical studies 
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nanny 


ucttod 


been fesponsible for ensuring that all voung 
persons between the ages of f6 and TX whe 

neither A uecosing upper secondary 
school nor, perthanently emploved receive 
further educational and vocational onenta- 


tion in conjunction vocational pleas 
and a certain amougt of inst 
Swedish and mathématies tame 


Ment is know as the vouth 2 . the 
acuvities ate usually tinked oT see 
ondary schools but are organised relatively 
utonamenusts 

Most of the young persons requiring this 
type of asustance atter compulsory school 
succecd within one or two years in finding a 
course of studies. an apprenticeship or a job 
which they‘can finally settle on. . 
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Maff—co-determination and consultation 
Staff strugture reflects the divided) spon: 
sorship of schools Phrovgh its Jocal educ 
ton committics.. the municipality sponsors 
schools within its boundaries Activities are 
conducted in compliance with Ste regula 
tions and gindedines The State abo detines 
the qualifications cequired of teachers. 
headimasters and chrectors of studies Pg, 
sabanies of these categones are paid mostly 
out of State grants and are fixed in nation 
wide callective agscementy As mentioned 
above, lant and directors of studies 
ate appomted by the county education 
board. while teachers and ail other school 
Staff are appointed by the focal educated 
committee or bV ou defegatco. usually the 
headinaster. acting on its behalt 
feachers constitute the Largest staff cate 
gory famor and: ditermediate fesel pupils 
ate taught by lass teachers, though: reme 
dial and specadist teachers alse: take part. 
handheralt subjects are always Crught by spe 
oa 
av) 


* 


aod this is often the cise 
with sport and sometimes wath musi 
Poachers cele thatmed att schools ot cali 
tion or the corresponding departments of 
aonvecesitics futon fevel tetehers recente 
7S yews” Chats. enteemtodadte devel 
teachers 3 vears’ : 
Senior fevel pupils are Caught by subject 
teachers and specialist teachers The subject 
teachers are graduates who have recewed 
one vears: practical teacher taaning att 
school of cducation atten griduaton Up. 
pes sccondary school subject teachers tc 
vee thy same traning as ther compulsory 
school counterparts, Upper secondary 
schools also have senior Subject’ teachers 
with Ph.D degrees of similar qualifications 
Vocational teaching in upper secondary 
schools is provided by subject teachers with 
advanced economic or technical quatifica- 
trons oon by vocational and spectaltst 
teachers. The vocational teachers have com- 
pleted vocational taming and studies of 
vocational theory as well as acquiring long 
experience of their trades and undergomye 
teacher teaming at schools of cducation 
The spectalist teachers are trated gt specrl- 
wed colleges of various kinds, the miatin 


chilist teachers. 


emphases. of their training in most: cases 


bemg on the teaching of a single subyect. 
eg arteducation, sportor handicraft * 

School management staff are recruited 
trom the vitrious teacher categories. 

Other staff categories are doctors and 
nurses. social welfare officers and psychot- 
ogists. youth recreation leaders and school 
helps. ; 

The staff organsations have by tradition 
occupred a powerful position in’ Sweden 
The Co-determination Act (MBL) enttles 
employees” organisations to mformation and 
to opportunities of influencing impending 
dectons. Co-determination talks are held 


* between the headmaster and staff repre: 


sentatives at school level. between the local 
education committce/exccutive municipal 
committee and the empfoyees’ municipal 
representafives, and at cedtval. State level 
Pupils and parents are nest represented in 
co: ietetninahicnn | Regottations, but its the 


sduty of each headmaster to inform. repre - 


tseatatives of these groups of major events 
and clecraens in school and to fet them state 
their viewpoints concerning groposals which 
have to be submitted to thegocal education 
committee for approval, Phe most impor: 
tant means af gyving pupils powers of co- 
determination and inducing them to assume 
elo, however. ss that of deliberate 
trgining in the class meetings held regularly 
aR the way from puarnteos level to the terminal 
grade 


f — 
For turther information please cantict 


The Swedish Embassy or Consulate 
iW vour county Gintbe 8 
The Swedish Information Service. 


S25 Thin Ave . New Yoth. NY [0027) 
The Swedish Institute 

‘Address Office . 
Box 744 Seerigehuset 
$103 UF Stockholm (Secden Howse) 
Sweden Kunystrodgardon 
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